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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.52 pm]:  World Refugee Day is on 20 June.  It is 
timely to remember the 1 800 or so Vietnamese boat people who have remained stranded and stateless in the 
Philippines for more than a decade.  In the 2001-02 period, Australia has accepted approximately 200 such 
persons under the special humanitarian program.  Recently, the United States gave a commitment to at least 
interview all those people who continue to be stranded in the Philippines.  Those persons have had to fend for 
themselves financially and socially since the detention centres in Hong Kong and the Philippines closed in 1996.  
In short, they remain without citizenship or the protection of a sovereign state.  Australia is unwilling to make a 
commitment similar to that of the United States.  Senator the Hon Amanda Vanstone asserts that those remaining 
in the Philippines are fully integrated into the Filipino community, despite the fact that they cannot work and 
have not been afforded any of the rights of citizens or permanent residents of that country.  Similarly, many 
people who are aware of recent activity by the repressive regime in Vietnam would know that repatriation is also 
not feasible or realistic.  Many of those refugees in the Philippines have relatives and family in Australia and 
would readily settle in this community.  It is trite to note that the 30-year history of Vietnamese migration to 
Australia has been highly successful.  Through hard work and endeavour, the Vietnamese community makes a 
valuable and welcome contribution to Western Australia.  Any move by the Australian Government to accept 
this group of refugees under its humanitarian resettlement program or special assistance category would be most 
welcome. 
 


